
Dear Eagle Families,
As December rolls in, I wanted to take this opportunity to share
gratitude for everyone in our Excel community. We are so fortunate
to have a community of dedicated staff, supportive families, and
incredible students. The level of involvement and commitment from
our families to invest in our community warms my heart and
elevates one of the best qualities of a charter public school. Our
Board of Directors, PTO, and all of the various committees work
tirelessly to provide opportunities for meaningful involvement, all
grounded in enriching the academic, social, and emotional
experiences of every student through rigorous curriculum and
engaging opportunities. Thank you for choosing to be part of our
wonderful community and contributing in whatever ways you are able to make this school a place
where we work together to develop empathetic, con�dent, and responsible lifelong learners who
see themselves as valuable contributors to their communities.

While we approach the half-way mark of the school year, we are already looking ahead to 2024-25.
Round One of Jeffco's choice enrollment process opens December 5th and runs through January
12th. This is the time for you to con�rm your intent to return to Excel Academy for the upcoming
school year so that we hold your child's space. If you have another child who will be enrolling at
Excel, this is also the time to apply and indicate Sibling Priority. If you have an 8th grader, this is
also the time to apply to high schools. Please see an email sent on December 1st for details and



links. If you have questions or need support, please contact Mrs. Julie Smith in the front o�ce at
extension 109.

Knowing that families and staff plan vacations well in advance, our Board of Directors approved
our Excel Academy 2024-25 School Calendar at their meeting earlier this week. You can view the
approved calendar here. The calendar closely mirror's this year's calendar due to favorable
feedback about this year's calendar from staff and families.

We hope to see you at one or more of the wonderful events we have coming up over the next
couple of weeks. In addition to the events highlighted below, I also invite all guardians to join us
for our Leadership Coffee Chat on Wednesday, December 13th from 8:30 - 9:15 a.m. in the
cafeteria. For those planning ahead, Winter Break begins on December 16th and students return to
school on Thursday, January 4th.

Thank you for being part of our Excel Academy Community. I'm truly grateful to be here and
working alongside dedicated staff, partnering with our supportive families, and nurturing our
incredible students.

In Gratitude,
Kresta Vuolo
Executive Director

Scholastic Book Fair is Here!
The Excel Academy Scholastic Book Fair is coming! Take time to
look at our Online Store front and set up an eWallet for your child
so they do not need to come in with cash.
Book Fair Hours (please note, there will be NO buying during school
hours):

Dec 2nd - 10 am- 2pm during the PTO Winter Carnival
Dec. 4th - 3:30 pm-4:30 pm
Dec. 5th - 3:30 pm-4:30 pm & 5:00-8:00 during "Beauty & The Beast"
Dec. 6th - 3:30 pm-5:45 pm
Dec. 7th - 3:30 pm-4:30 pm
Dec. 8th - Last Day! 3:30 pm-4:30

Beauty And The Beast: Middle School Students
Performing their Fall Musical!

Join us for a delightful evening!
Tuesday, December 5th at 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday, December 6th at 6:00 P.M.
Tickets are $5.00 a seat
Kids 2 and under are free
Beauty and the Beast Flyer
Tickets can be purchased from the links below.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oRnxSM_bWlU_Ghou-SkGw3-kaJiOf7ph/view?usp=sharing
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/excelcharteracademy5


Tuesday, December 5th or Wednesday, December 6th
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Middle School Newsletter
Attention 5th Grade Families: Take a look at what is happening in
our Middle School that your student will get to experience next
year!

Sign-up For December Meals
Click HERE to sign-up for December meals.

Prospective Parent Information Meetings
Excel Families tell your friends and family about our upcoming Prospective Parent meetings.
We would love to have your Friends and Family at Excel Academy!

Upcoming Meeting Dates
December 6th: 4:00 pm
January 3rd: 4:00 pm - MIDDLE SCHOOL FOCUS
January 10th: 5:00 pm
Prospective Parent Flyer

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/37e32053-9f69-4f36-af42-c3fb92f509d8
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/e86b8434-220f-4bff-a231-021ce7a9d4c2
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QAysxnehIm7sSEV3DRLS0w**A/AAAAAQA*/RgRnS3yvP0RraHR0cHM6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vZG9jdW1lbnQvZC8xRnBFeXJqYWdXeE42aHJGMnFoZ1dfQTlaRFhzQ2N0N052TTJQSi1BQ0FZYy9lZGl0I2hlYWRpbmc9aC5hN3VucmJxc21jNHVXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmVoL0lqZcxB7T1SHGp1bGllLnNtaXRoQGplZmZjby5rMTIuY28udXNYBAAAAAE*__;fn5-fg!!Bj3pJzH8i9PN1EsMi1am!3glytbUy6Jz1HaZ70XK7Gg1-QnMsDU8B_hFzuNkehDb5Sb7k1AKmRKyAAhz2W-tmnNrxegXnEX2-MsjLu3P1c9PW4IxrrpkDuSJN$
https://excel-academy.jeffcopublicschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1820758&pageId=2550157
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1be4_Cw7T_rOz41O4FGPFsfBBDR3hrmve/view?usp=sharing


Winter-Grams Are Here!

It's the perfect time of year to send a message to a special friend or
your own child. Winter-Grams are a great way to let someone know
you care while supporting students in NJHS. Each message will be
delivered with a small �dget, sure to bring a smile to that special
someone! Please send your message along with $2 to the front
o�ce by December 13. Messages with �dgets will be delivered
December 14 & 15. Thank you!

Homeless Kit Service Project Items Needed

Some of our middle school students are working on a service
project during our winter celebrations and need your help. They
will be putting together kits for those experiencing homelessness.
Please consider making a donation to help our middle schoolers
with this project. Please drop donated items off at the front o�ce

by December 13. Thank you in advance! Sign up for items needed here.

Maker Activities in December = MAD Makerspace
Our Middle School Life Skills Elective 1 class is hosting all Excel Elementary School classes in our
Maker Space for some winter MADness. We have planned, collected supplies and are presenting a
range of maker crafts and activities to work on with each of our elementary classes during the
month of December. We began with Kindergarten and �rst grade and will host each class up until
winter break when we end with the 5th graders. Yet, another great way that our middle schoolers
are connecting and building relationships with our K-5 students.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1znSDjPgySCjQqyE2nUvTvWp8tactDmT0cxQlswYxuhA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094EAFAF2BAB9-46528091-homeless


Report Cards & Standards-Based Grading Scale
Our �rst semester ends on December 15th. Our teachers will be �nalizing grades and posting report
cards that will be viewable in the Campus Parent Portal after the end of the semester. Elementary
students will bring their report cards home on December 15th while Middle School report cards will
come home after winter break (though they will be viewable in the Parent Portal at the end of the
semester).

This is the �rst year that our entire school transitioned to standards-based grading. Teachers
shared information about this at back-to-school events and through newsletters during the
semester. We know that Campus had issues with the rounding, which caused concern among
some students and families. Mrs. Heather Haberman, our 8th grade Science Teacher and our
School Science Coordinator worked with Mrs. Julie Smith to �gure out the solution and supported
teachers in updating their grade book settings and algorithms on our November 17th Professional
Development Day. All grades should be rounding correctly now. You can view our scale here as
well as see it below. Thank you for your patience as we worked to get this recti�ed.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17K_QCsvjwqHx2cWaiUP9jfe1kCPODb6y/view?usp=share_link


Excel Athletics

Hello, Sports Fans, this is the sport wrap up for the week of 11/27-
12/2. The boys' basketball teams made their debut on Tuesday
night before a packed house, and they did not disappoint. The "B"
team started things off jumping out to a quick lead behind the
sharpshooting of Hagen Heintz. The Eagles went into half time tied
16-16. The third period saw the Eagles down 28-25, only to storm
back and tie the game 32-32 at the end of regulation play. Into
overtime the Eagles went only to be outscored 4-0 and eventually
fell 36-32. Hagan �nished with 21points followed by Kaden Robles with 5, Ryan Lopez with 4 and
Evan Muckle chipped in with 2.

The "A" team jumped out to a 10-4 lead in the �rst period with Barret Anderson and Zach Behrends
scoring 5 and 4 points respectively. The Eagles maintained the lead into halftime. Period three saw
the Eagles all tied up with WWA at 20. Going into the fourth quarter Cole Varner lead the way with 6
points and Christian Martin chipping in 4 points. The �nal tally was Excel 34 and WWA 30. Christian
Martin lead all scorers with 8 points. Barrett Anderson and Paxton Fonte each had 7 points a piece.
Zach Behrends chipped in with 5 while Chase Wilhelm had 5. Action continues next week on
12/4/23 when the Eagles travel to Lincoln to take on the Leopards starting at 4:15pm.

SOAR Winners
Congratulations to this week's SOAR drawing winners!

Self-Discipline
Outstanding Effort

Acceptance of Others
Resilience

KG-Luke W
1st-Benji P
2nd Jacob M Z



3rd-Nova T
4th-Scarkett S
5th-Ryker S
6th-Haleigh S
7th-Sophie V
8th-Alex D

How to Help Kids Build Social Connection

Overcoming Loneliness: How to Help Kids Build Social Connection.
Click HERE to see the article.

"SIGN-UP FOR RaiseRight and start earning for the
school with your purchases!
Gift card fundraising, also known as scrip fundraising, has been the #1 fundraiser for nonpro�t
organizations across the U.S. for more than 25 years.
Why? Because it’s easy and more convenient than selling goods or recruiting volunteers. Earn
simply by buying gift cards to use for everyday purchases, instead of cash or credit cards.
Sign-Up at this link: RaiseRight

It is time to bring in your Longmont Dairy Milk caps!
It is time to bring in your Longmont Dairy Milk caps! Put them in
the Longmont Dairy labeled box in the vestibule at the school! The
PTO will be turning them in over the holiday break!

Details: Do you get Longmont Dairy Milk delivered? If you do, I
hope you are saving up your milk caps for Moola for the school!
MILK CAPS for MOOOLA is a program sponsored by Longmont
Dairy that helps families earn money for their school. All of their

caps are worth 5¢ each! The Excel PTO has a box in the front vestibule of the school for you or
your student to deposit the caps in! The Dairy will recycle the caps and write the school a check!
Thank you in advance for your support

https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/loneliness/?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=partner_social&utm_campaign=jac
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/conditions-and-advice/parenting/parenting-articles/loneliness/?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=partner_social&utm_campaign=jac
https://www.excelpto.org/
https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=GEWA7YZ37RQL
https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=GEWA7YZ37RQL


PTO Links

Excel Academy PTO Website

Track it Forward Volunteer Opportunities & Hours Tracking Site

Helpful Links & Resources
Order Breakfast or Lunch: December meals available to order. (due a week before the week of
meals)
In�nite Campus Parent Portal (Check grades, missing assignments, attendance, pay fees)
In�nite Campus Parent Directions
Log Volunteer Hours and sign-up for volunteer opportunities
2023-24 Excel Academy School Year Calendar
Ideas for thanking a staff member: Treats and Deets

Excel Academy K-8 Charter School
Email: Julie.Smith@jeffco.k12.co.us
Website: https://excel-academy.jeffcopublicschools.org/
Location: 11500 West 84th Avenue, Arvada, CO, USA
Phone: 303-467-2295
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ExcelAcademyK8

Julie Smith
Julie is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

https://www.excelpto.org/
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/excel-academy-charter-school-arvada
https://excel-academy.jeffcopublicschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1820758&pageId=2550157
https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=627965&pageId=16839989
https://kb.infinitecampus.com/help/campus-parent-portal
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/excel-academy-charter-school-arvada
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AXKcite35BITOBaPOJNDAWsirS1qihQJ/view
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17S9Wb7GSGl8K7hZdLsI1Fu4i0sbwbnZDgkMVlNaLZZQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Julie.Smith@jeffco.k12.co.us
https://excel-academy.jeffcopublicschools.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=11500+W+84th+Ave,+Arvada,+CO+80005,+USA&ftid=0x876b8ecd7bb98e33:0xc4230c7549880253
tel:303-467-2295
https://https//www.facebook.com/ExcelAcademyK8

